Minutes of a Parish Council meeting
held in the Village Hall, Glebe Avenue, Orton Waterville on
Wednesday, 15 November 2006.

Present:- Mrs G Thornley (in the Chair) Miss A Cairns Mr M Chambers Mrs J Farnham
Mr C Long Mr C Whitworth
Members of the Public — one  Press — none Ward Councillors — none

(a)

(b)

(©)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs A Beeton, Mrs D Harkness, Mr E Howlett, Mr M
Smith, Mrs K Whitworth, Councillor A Kempsell and Councillor J Crane.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS — The following member declared an interest:

Mr C Long — item 6a — a member of the Village Hall Management Committee.

LOCAL POLICING MATTERS — Apologies were received from the Police as no officers were available to
attend. However, a letter was received from the City Council asking for a response from the Parish Council
regarding the proposal to give PCSOs the power to issue Fixed Penalty Notices for flyposting, graffiti and

littering. The Parish Council were unanimously in favour of this.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18 OCTOBER 2006 — Mr Chambers proposed and Mrs
Farnham seconded that the minutes be signed as a true and correct record. This was carried.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Tree and Hedgerow Management (Minute 5a).

Prior to the start of the meeting, Mr Hopper had asked to address the Parish Council. He had several
grievances which will come up under their appropriate headings on the agenda. One was regarding the
price quoted for the felling of the trees. Mr Hopper had met on site with the Clerk and was asked to quote
for all the trees that had been marked by the City Council. The tree belt was very thick and it was difficult
to get in, but Mr Hopper did struggle through and counted 15 trees. There was no reason to question his
addition. He quoted £200 for the felling of these 15 trees. This quotation was accepted and confirmed in
writing as ‘all the trees marked by the City Council’. His grievance was that when he started to fell the
trees and it became easier to get through, there were many more than 15. He had already begun this work
and thought he would not get paid if he did not finish the job so he felled all the marked trees but would be
putting in an invoice for £400 which he expected would be honoured. The Parish Council accepted that a
good job had been done and agreed that, despite his miscalculation, as a gesture of good will, it will accept
this revised figure.

A written report from Mr Long was circulated with the agenda. This stated that to claim Adverse
Possession of the tree belt the Parish Council had to prove that it had factual possession of the land for the
past 12 years. It was agreed that this could not be done. It was, therefore, agreed to reply to Mr Scane that
the Parish Council is not the owner of the Land and therefore does not have the responsibility of its
maintenance.

Newspaper Reports (Minute 5b).

The ET has continued to select items from the minutes as articles for its paper. Maintenance matters such
as hedge and tree trimming, ditch clearing and graffiti cleaning have appeared as articles on different
weeks. The dates of Council meetings has also been advertised. It was agreed to update the list of Parish
Councillors and to publish them in future Orton Oracles.

Terms of Reference (Minute 5c)
The draft will be discussed at the next meeting.







