
o Minutes of a Parish Council meeting
held in the Village Hall, Glebe Avenue, Orton Waterville on

Wednesday, 19 July 2006.

Present:- Mrs G Thornley (in the Chair)
Mr M Smith

Mr M Cham bers
Mrs K Whitworth

Mrs 0 Harkness
Mr C Whitworth

Mr E Howlett

Members of the Public - one Press - none Ward Councillors - none

I. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received fTom Mr C Long, Mrs J Famham, Councillor J Crane,
Councillor A Kempsell, Councillor Mrs 0 Lamb and Councillor W Trueman.

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS - The following members declared interests:

Mrs Diana Harkness - item 5(c) - is acquainted with ,x{~icant but it was considered non prejudicial.
Mrs Kim Whitworth - item 3 - a member of the Police Authority.

3. LOCAL POLICING MATTERS - PCSO Beverley Johnson attended the meeting and gave an update on the
recent crime in the Ortons. The monthly crime statistics were circulated. At the moment there is a spate of
burglaries which the police are dealing with. It is possible that 2 more PCSOs will be joining the Ortons
team in the near future.

4. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21 JUNE 2006 - Mr Chambers proposed and Mr Howlett
seconded that the minutes be signed as a true and correct record. This was carried.

5. MA TIERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(a) Tree and Hedgerow Management (Minute 5a).

A letter objecting to the proposal to cut down trees was received rrom Mrs Ellen Braden, whose property
backs on to the trees. These trees offer her a certain amount of security and protection fTom intruders into
her garden and she asked for them to be left. Since the Parish Council has to take into account the Crime
Prevention Act when it makes decisions, the Clerk sought advice fTom the City Council Tree and Woodland
Officer.

A site meeting was held with Parish Councillor Diana Harkness present. She reported that Mr Home, the
Tree and Woodland Officer, was anxious to preserve the trees in their natural state in consideration of the
Protection of Wildlife Act. The living trees were not a danger to anyone but he did agree that the dead ones
should be removed after the nesting season. To this end he agreed to mark those which could be cut down.
In the interests of the Health and Safety Act, Mrs Harkness proposed and Mr Chambers seconded that the
Parish Council should have these marked trees cut down. This was carried and the Clerk was instructed to

obtain quotations for this work.

In response to the complaint rrom Mr Scane regarding overshadowing, Mr Home explained that to cut the
trees down fTom the top would weaken the trees and be a Health and Safety risk. The correct way to
increase light would be to lift the crown. However, it is the lower branches together with the undergrowth
that gives Mrs Braden a certain amount of security, and the Parish Council has an obligation under the
Crime Prevention Act to consider this.

The main concern, however, was the alleged encroachment of land. Several residents had taken a section of
the tree belt into their own gardens and one resident had even cut down trees to make room for a shed. Mr
Home confumed that according to his search, Nos 9 10 and II Pembroke Avenue, were encroaching over
the boundary perimeter. However, the trees are not owned by the City Council and Mr Home suggested
that the Parish Council contact the Land Registry to find out in whose ownership they were.




